INTROD UCTION
Himself the milling Servant of His Adiyars and dances the Mystic Dance of Dissolution and Rejuvenation, out of sheer joy that He, Shiva, is of some help to His devotees. According to our poet, God is as much for men and women as men and women are for Shiva.Pattanathu Pillai did not believe in a god who existed for his own sake. It is my opinion that he discarded such a supernatural conception of God because of the tendency of such a vain and inglorious conception to give birth to spiritual autocracy or absolutism. Saint Pattanathu Pillai was a Dravidian. Dravidian Philosophy was democratic. It was only after the coming of the priests from the North, with their superstitious notions of caste and creed, that the pure democratic Shaivism of the South was corrupted.
In the second place, the God of our saint was a Moral Governor of the Universe. What made Shiva so dear to Pattanathu Pillai was that He was the Lord of Love. He said that his God was Shiva, and Shiva meant Anbu, as Anbu meant Shivam. They who call themselves Shaivites must prove they are really the devotees of Shiva by loving Him. Loving Shiva does not mean going to the temples to buy the favour of Shiva by bribing Him through priests. Such an act not only degrades the priest iand the worshipper, it also lowers the lofty conception of Shiva to that of a tyrant whose favours can be purchased. To Pattanathu Piilai Shiva is Punya Swarupa and Nyaya Swarupa. How, then, shall men love him? As Shiva loves His adiyars so His ndiynrs must love His adiyars. That is, all His adiyars must live in this world like brothers* and sisters, serving each other and suffering for each other till they convert this world into Shivarajya and make Shivaraja their God.
But at the same time, Pattanathu Pillai was careful enough to see that in making Shiva the sublime Servant of humanity, he did not dethrone Parameshwara. His Shiva was both immanent and transcendent. He is present today as He was present in the past, and as He will be present in the future. His Shiva was helping His adiyars in South India to realise the meaning of their self as He was restlessly busy helping His devotees in other parts of this world and in myriads vof other worlds, in a hundred other ways, according to their own needs and necessities, through their own thoughts, language and art. His Shiva was to him the Ruler of all worlds in all ages. He is both conditioned as well as unconditioned. He is one as well as many.
Then again the Shiva of Pattanathu Pillai was not only an ideal Ascetic who sacrificed His  heaven and earth in the interest of His
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